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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Previously Presented) In a messaging system used for cxchajiging informaiion, the 
system utilizing standard Internet protocol, a method for extending iho protocol to alkm for the 
ability to customize messaging operations performed on an electronic message without deviating 
from the protocol specification, the metliod comprising the steps of: 

stormg a standard command, wherein the standard conmiand is based on a 
standard Internet protocol ; 

storing a user-created command, wherein the user-defined command is based on 
extensions of the standard Internet protocol, and wherein the standard command and the 
user-created command are usetl for manipulating the message; 

assigning a user-defined priority to the user-created comiiand relative to an 
assigned priority of the standard command , wherein the user-defi ned priority is assigned 
' only after the user-created command is rcGlstcred in one or more databases that stor e the 
standard command : and 

executing at least one of tlie standard command and the user-created command in 
order of assigned p riority. 

Claims 2 — 8 (canceled). 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the standard command is 
stored in a first database. 



10. (Original) A method as recited in cbim 9, wherein the user-defined command is 
stored in a second database. 
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II, (Original) A method as reciled in claim 10, wherein the first database and the 
second database are the same database. 
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12. (pr^iriniiriy Pr^rfti^te ^CmTentlv Amended^ A computer program product for 
implementing a method for extending standard Internet protocol to allow for the ability to 
customize messaging operations perfonned on an electronic message without deviating from tiae 
. protocol specification, the computer program product comprising: 

a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for executing the 
acts of: 

storing a standard command, wherein the standard command is based on a 
standard hitemet protocol; 

storing a user-created command, wherein the user-defmed command is 
based on extensions of the standard Internet protocol, and wherein the standard 
command and the user-created command are used for mani]^ulating the mes.sagc; 

assigning a user-defined priority to the XLscr-crcated command relative to an 
assigned priority of tlie standard comman d, wherein the user-defm e d priority is 
assigned only after the user-created command is reaist crcd in one or more 
databases that store the standard command : and 

executing at least one of the standard command and the user-created 
coimnand in order of assigned p riority. 



Claims 13-32 (canceled). 

33. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 1, further including an act of 
identifying the at least one of tlie standard command and the nscr-crcated command that is to be 
executed based upon a determination of whether the user-created command is registered in an 
event-binding database. 

34. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 33, further including nn act 
of registering the user-created command into an event-binding database, and prior to executing 
the user-created command an act of detemiintng that the user-created command is registered in 
the event-binding database. 
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35. (Currently Amended) A metliod as recited in claim 1, wherein the sta*>dard 
priority of tlie standard command is a neutral priority. 

36. (Previously Presented) A metliod as recited in claim 35, wherein the assigned 
priority of the user-created command is a priority other than a neutral priority. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 36, further including an act 
of sorting at least the user created command and the standard command in a database based upon 
their priority prior to executing the at least one of the standard command and llie user-created 
command. 

38. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as rcched in claim 12, 
wherein the method further includes an act of identifying the at least one of the standard 
command and the user-created conmiand that is to be executed based upon a determination of 
whether the user-created command is registered in an event-binding database. 

39. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 38, 
wherein the method further includes an act of registering the user-created command into m 
event-binding database, and prior to executing the user-creiited command an act of determining 
tliat the user-created command is registered in the event-binding database. 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer program product a<5 recited in claim 12, 
wherein the standard p riority of the standard command is a neutral priority, 

41. (Previously Presented) A computer program product ari recited in claim 40, 
wherein the assigned priority of the user-created command is a priority other than a neutral 
priority. 
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42, (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 41, 
wherein the method further includes an act of sorting at least the i\$or created comjnand and the 
standard command in a database based upon their priority prior to executing the at least one of 
the standard command and the user-crcatcd command. 
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